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2009 OFFICERS 
President 

Dan Pudelek 

Vice President 
Frank Madrigali 

Secretary 
Don Drews 

Treasurer 
Joe Serritella 

Membership Chairman 
Ken Bounds 

Health & Welfare 
Stan Stack 

Tour Chairman 
Ron Blum 

Newsletter 
Ken and Carolyn Bounds 

Board of Directors 
Ron Blum 
Joe Novak 

Tom O’Donnell 
Stan Stack 
Alan Wall 

 

MEETINGS 
8:00 pm on the third  

Tuesday of the month at 

the Wheeling Township  

Service Center, 1616 N.  

Arlington Heights Road, 

Arlington Heights, IL 
 

NEWSLETTER   
Send submissions to  

Editor, 1N410 Forest Ave., 

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137      

or e-mail  

editor@nirgv8.org  

or call  

630-858-9474 

Publishing deadline is the 

25th of the month. 
 

The Road Chatter is pub-

lished monthly by NIRG.  

Other Early Ford V-8    

Regional newsletters are 

welcome to use material 

from the Road Chatter 

provided the Road Chatter 

is credited as the source. 

$

$

$

$

http://www.nirgv8.org
mailto:editor@nirgv8.org
http://www.nirgv8.org
https://secure.cornerstonereg.com/efv8/index.htm
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UPCOMING TOURS AND EVENTS 

 

UPCOMING 

NIRG EVENTS 

$

$

$

OTHER EVENTS OF 

INTEREST 

$

32 Ford Open Cab Pickup 

http://www.bellermuseum.com/
http://www.volocars.com/
http://www.chitownkruze.com
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http://www.autoweek.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080310/FREE/136277459
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       TECH CORNER 

Rebuilding a 1935-36 Steering Column Ignition/Lock Mechanism 
By Don Rogers, St. Louis Regional Group 

 
1. Remove ignition lock mechanism and steering column from car.  Please note that 

left bolt is twist-off type and will have to be removed with vice grips. 

2. If steering column is still in lock mechanism,it can only be removed after Twist 

Bolt (B) is removed.  Drilling small holes to make a screw 
blade slot in head is easiest way to do that. 

 
3. Remove cap screw, spring and ball bearing from top rear 

part of casting. 
 

4. If ignition lock has working key and cylinder, move key counter-clockwise to 
fully retract column locking mechanism. (C) 

  
 *If key is lost or cylinder jammed, set pin must be removed (drilled out) on 

bottom of lock mechanism.  Hole can be drilled 3/8" into casting without 

destroying the cylinder.  Cylinder should now to able to be turned or jiggled 

until it can be pulled out.  
Locking mechanism can now be 

retracted. 
 
Steering column can now be removed.  

A wedge driven into gap in ignition 
lock collar should help. 
 

5. Now is as good a time as any to 
remove ignition electrical switch.  
Two screws hold the spacer guide, 

housing, and switch in place. 
 
Note: Most restorations leave out 

the spacer/guide.  This is a very 
important part that helps keep the 
switch lever aligned. 
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6.  Next remove the pin 
from the locking mechanism. 

 
7. Push lock mechanism all 
the way to the right so a 

space appears under the 
button. 
 

8. Gently pry up on the 
button in a circular motion 
until it pops off the 

locking mechanism. 

 
9. Using tack remover or 

similar device on rivets, 
remove On-Off nameplate 
from front of mechanism.  

This must be removed before 
switch lever can be 
removed.  Now push locking 

mechanism all the way to 
the left.  This allows 
switch lever to be removed.   

Push locking mechanism to 
right to remove. 
 

Note: Switch lever has 
spring retainer.  This 

keeps tension on lever.  

Don't lose! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

10.The following should be done prior to reassembly: 
a. Soak locking mechanism in WD40 to loosen (Don't Plate) 
b. Chrome plate - button - switch lever - cap screw 

c. Cadmium plate spacer guide button - switch lever - cap screw electrical 
switch housing box and spacer guide. 

d. Tap out set pin hole on bottom of housing to accommodate 5/16"coarse 

thread.  Get 5/16" x 1/4" set screw. 

e. Paint housing to match steering column.  Dark Taupe Enamel (35 deluxe) 
Black Enamel (35 & 36 standard)  Benton Grey (Early 36 deluxe) & Rustic 

Brown (late 36 deluxe) 
f. Get (2) new twist-off bolts. 

 g. Get new lock cylinder or rehabilitated old one. 

 h. Get new switch nameplate. 

 i. Get new bakelite switch and brush. 
 
 

Continued Page 10 
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11.Reassemble as follows: 
 - Lock mechanism into housing. 

 - Switch lever and spring retainer (make sure hole for pin on lock mechanism    
   facing out). 
 - Gently tap button on to lock mechanism. 

 - Replace pin in lock mechanism. 
 - Put lock cylinder (1) in place and fasten with set screw. 
 - Put nameplate in place with rivets. 

 - Reassemble switch and brush housing and spacer with 8 x 32 screws. 
 - Replace cap screw, spring, lock washer, and ball bearing. 
 - Test mechanism. 

 

12.Completed mechanism can be put onto steering column by spreading collar with wood 
wedge, putting wax paper on column, and sliding mechanism into place - Put twist-

off bolt into collar.  Do not tighten till column in car. 
 
13.Remember to use rubber spacer, (1) twist-off bolt, and (1) regular bolt and metal 

reinforcer strip when attaching to dash! 
 
Footnote (1): Lock cylinders differ 35-36.   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

That's It!  Don Rogers 

 
Editor’s Note:  This month's tech article was written by Don Rogers.  Don was Na-
tional President of the Early Ford V-8 Club in 1999 and 2000 and is the author of 

the Club's 1935-1936 Ford Book.  Don recently assisted in the publication of the 
Club's new 1932 Ford Book, being involved in print preparation and photo edit-
ing.  We are grateful to Don for giving us permission to reproduce this article. 

Round 1935 - 36 ignition key 
 1935   1936 
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In The  

Rearview Mirror 
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NIRG EVENTS CALENDAR 
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May 

9  A Day at the Races 

14 Board Meeting 

19  Member Meeting  

31 Spring Driving Tour 

June 

11 Board Meeting 

13  Richard Munz Col-

lection Tour 

16  Member Meeting  

24 - 27  Eastern National 

Meet, Windsor, CT 

July 

9  Board Meeting 

10 - 12  Tour to Door 

County Wisconsin 

21  Member Meeting  

August 

9  NIRG Picnic 

13  Board Meeting 

18  Member Meeting  

28 - September 1 -  

Central National Meet 

September 

10  Board Meeting 

15  Member Meeting 

25 - 27  NIRG Poker 

Run, Lake Geneva, WI 

October 

8  Board Meeting 

20  Member Meeting - 

Officer Nominations 

November 

7  Veteran's Day Lunch 

12  Board Meeting 

17  Member Meeting - 

Officer Elections 

December 

No Meetings 

TBD  Christmas 

Brunch 
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Northern Illinois Regional Group logo clothing vendor  

for polo shirts, denim shirts, sweatshirts, jackets:  

EmbroidMe, 905 E Rand Rd, Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

(847) 577-1240  http://nirgfordv-8club.promoshop.com 

 

Contact Ken Bounds at  

630-858-9474 or e-mail 

editor@nirgv8.org to adver-

tise in the Road Chatter.  

Cost is $25 per year. 

http://nirgfordv-8club.promoshop.com
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